
 

 

 

Press Release 

LABAT AFRICA ACQUIRES 70% STAKE IN SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY GROUP – BIODATA  

15 April 2020: JSE listed healthcare group, Labat Africa which announced in September 2019 that 

it was entering the CANNABIS market has announced the acquisition of a 70% interest in leading 

science, technology and research group – Biodata to expand and further develop its integrated 

cannabis business in South Africa. 

The company is focused on the cannabis industry and was initially set up as a holistic healing 

enterprise incorporating Cannabinoid healing. The company is currently well positioned to 

commence with formalised clinical trials focused on pain management and insomnia.   

BioData is based in East London and is headed by Dr Shiksha Gallow. Dr Gallow is registered with 
the Health Professions Council of South Africa (“HPCSA”) in Clinical Pathology as a Medical 
Scientist and holds various degrees in public health medicines as well as in business. The company 
is supported by a team of researchers, doctors and scientists both locally and abroad who will be 
working with local academic institutions to further Dr Gallow’s Clinical Investigations. 
 
“We are pleased to welcome on-board a group of leading experts in the cannabis industry who 
are committed to ensuring South Africa takes its rightful place on the world stage in the field of 
cannabis innovation and scientific excellence” says Brian Van Rooyen, CEO of Labat Africa. 
 
Dr Gallow has vast experience and will assist with ensuring that the Labat Africa facilities retain 
its accreditation, certification and complies with the regulatory requirements, quality standards 
as well as legislation. Dr Gallow’s knowledge and involvement extends into the areas of ISO17025 
and 15189 standards, British Qualogy Good Clinical Laboratory Practice (“GCLP”), FHI DAIDS 
(“Division of AIDS”), Occupational Health and Safety as well as FDA (“Food and Drug 
Administration”) inspections.  
 
The research conducted by Dr Gallow on Cannabinoids, Ayurvedic medicine as well as 

Homeopathic medicines will be a significant enhancement to Labat Africa’s nutraceutical and 

pharmaceutical offerings. With the growing international trend of opiate addiction and its 

impact on overdoses, ill-health and crime, countries world-wide are searching desperately for 

safer alternatives to treat severe and mild pain. South Africa is currently deciding if it should up-



schedule Codeine based products due to the significant abuse and the impact on healthcare 

costs. Labat Africa will certainly use this opportunity to invest in Cannabis Alkaloid based clinical 

trials, hence this acquisition. 

This acquisition provides Labat Africa with additional medical and pharmaceutical infrastructure 
in support of its healthcare strategy. Dr Gallow and her team will also provide expertise and value 
to Labat Africa’s endeavours to developing the Company’s Drug Master Files for the selected 
Alkaloid Active Ingredients.  
Labat Africa has also announced the appointment of Mr Mike Stringer to the board. He was the 

former CEO of a leading Cape Town based Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients (“API”). He brings 

a wealth of experience after spending a decade working on the regulatory component of the 

cannabis sector in South Africa. He will also head up the Labat Healthcare operations. Mr 

Tebogo Mogapi has been appointed as a non- executive director. 
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